
 

October 11, 2005
 
 
Dear American Soil Technologies, 
 
I have been gardening a commercial garden for 25 years at 2500 ft. altitude in 
Northern California.  For the last 10 years, I have been gradually reducing the size and 
intensity of plantings.  At 81 years of age, I am looking at ways I can continue to 
produce healthy and good tasting vegetables for our table and for our friends. 
 
I have been working in container planting.  I have 40 tubs that hold 30 gallons of soil.  
In 2004 I made a trial planting in a few tubs using Nutrimoist Crystals and was pleased 
with the results.   
 
We had a very cold and wet spring in California in 2005.  In the breaks between cold 
winds and rainstorms, I prepared the container tubs, adding 6 oz. of Nutrimoist 
Crystals to 30 gallons of soil mix.  It was May 24th before I could plant.  I was able to 
water once a week while the weather remained cold. 
 
The last day of June, the temperatures jumped to 98 degrees.  It continued to be that 
hot and hotter.  The black tubs absorb heat and dry out rapidly.  I increased watering to 
every three days for the tubs with the Nutrimoist Crystals, while it was necessary to 
water the other tubs every day. 
 
High temperatures caused the bloom to drop on tomato and pepper plants, so I built a 
“hoop house” and covered it with a shade cloth.  I created a simple watering system 
using PVC piping.  This system waters 20 tubs at a time.  I supplement feed the plants 
once a month. 
 
I am pleased with the quantity and quality of the produce.  Maintenance of the tub-
grown plants has been easy.  I continue to harvest a variety of crops, including :  pole, 
Italian and novelty tomatoes; red, yellow and Italian frying peppers; Chinese, Japanese 
and Armenian cucumbers; Japanese eggplant; hers and greens from the tubs.  I look 
forward to trying squash, melons, beans and potatoes in the tubs that I now grow in the 
garden.  I am preparing tubs now for winter plants. 
 
Also enclosed are a few of my sweet peppers for your enjoyment. 
 
Sincerely, 
Albert Karnesky 
Karnesky’s Garden 
Manton, California 



 

Karnesky’s Garden, Manton, California.  When temperatures in late June caused Mr. Karnesky’s tomato and pepper 
plants to drop bloom, he made a “hoop house” and covered it with shade cloth.  




